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HE known ſaying in the New-Teftament, That a Kingdows divided 
can't and, is very ſeaſonable at this Junfture, by all Proteſtants 
to be ſeriouſly confidered: And if ever Oniry (if not in Worſhip, 
:yet in Love and Aﬀefiions) will be neceſſary, it muſt certai | 
Now ; when the Commen Enemy is (ceking, by all means _ 

ble, to corre ſuch Diviſions amongſt Proteſt ents, as -) wo to Fender 

irrcconcileable One to the Other. And though the Differences are not extraor- 
nary z yet it has been the Polity of thoſe that delight in the Diviſion and De- 


ftruftion of Hereticks, (as they call them) to widen the Breaches, and, as - 


much as poſſible, divide the /ntereft of Proteſt eats, To effett this Deſign, how 

often have we heard of the many Diſguiſe: and Shapts have gy__ in, 

among all ſorts of Preteftanrs ( none excepted ); and itis lamentable to think, 

how great an effect they have had On Paſſionate Aden, of all Perfſwaſiens. But 

now, conſidering the circumſtances of Things, and how darkly they _ 

to 7udiciow and diſcerning Eyes, it's high time for all Parties to lay afide Pride, 

Paſſion, or Diviſionz and, as far as poſſible, agree to Love and Serve each Orbet. 

The doing of which, is the only ctfeftual Means to eftabliſh a laſting Vi#iew 
among Proteſtants, and to ſubvert the Defens of Plotting- Men, who would 

gladly over-turn our Religion and Laws. Conſiderations above-mentioned; 

cauſed me to give the beſt Advice I could : 1 muſt confeſs; not only my ina- 

o my fy qa" in Buſineſs, very much prevented my Def: n: 
But however, what I here offer, comes from a fincere Deſire for allaying the 
Heats, and uniting the Intereſts and Afetions of Proteftants in general. I hope; 
Iſhallnor offer any think contrery to Reaſon, and the Pablick Goodof Adanknd, 
I ſhall begin with the Church of England. 

Worthy Sirs, The former Paſſion and Violence of forne few Raſh Men amongſt 
you, together with their Zeal to ſerve an ungratefiil fort of Aer, rendred 
almoſt the whole obnoxious to the hard Opinion and Cenſure bf man 

Men; infomuch, that thoſe who were really Member: of the Churct, 


as by Lav cſtabliſh'd, were at a ſtand, and did not know what to think of 
\ the ſtrange arid unaccountable Speeches and Ations of many, both Clergy ahd 
' Laiety : Bur, 4 this Fault can be impured to but a ſmall part of you, fo I hare 
: tharChericy to hope, they are, by this tune, fully convinced of their Error, 


» 


F 
* 


and will, a&t more Prudently for the future, The heat of 4 few Raſh Men 


*, ought not to bring ſo Venerable a Body of Men info contempt; for by tar 
{ Rule, che moſt /anocent would be lyable to anſiver for the moſt Gmilty; the 
lajuſtice of which, can't be ſufficiently declared. with Abttorrence. | 
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My tumble-Advice i is. Az you have always manifeſted your Ls to the. 
Kane le continue Ove Obedienrt Swbjetts, as far.as the. Laws of God and the Lapd,- 
warrant your Obedience, and no Farther irc Fol aftively ty ng Obey; (an . 


Ho Paſſive Obedience, ye are no Strangers £0 the meaning of it; there- 
fare, 1 navy, it 8, Leryous O ObeHien ence to the Divine and Hikihas Laws, thereto . 


pr t Kea rc tation or RelaQtancy: Bur, if any thing be 
df hy ,o you mu hays rernember yotir prime Obedithcg is 
Ay $ Je "x 1 Coon Threats, or Alurapents, ought'to Inflnence 


_o Volace the Laws of God, or the Card; always have an Eye to the 
Fs "ohh iphnitely ſupercedes any Colman or Hine Law: For In- 


% my wy 2 i you are required to renolince your Seice and Reaſen, and 
re {en Tale, fe antia; 77 or to Worfbip Iniager, Irvocate Saints 'and Angels, 
other rhing,.. tray: to Serfptare; or to/cliange your Holy; Pure, and 
Sung Religion, x ro embrace another, abound ing with ribs, fill of Hamm 
Taventions and Abſurauies; and Har has little or no foundation on Scripriere 
Or ea You arc not, on any pretefice whatſhever, 'to forſake Four certain 
for the embracing of Ope, not only dibious but dargerons : ' And ler 
tbe. all y wayering Chrifig, ( who, for Worldly /ntereffs and Prefermenty, 
re. nor what Religion they are of ) Thr they carinor Anſiver it'to Gol, if 
Se make Shipmrack of a good Ca cithce,' by £ oa from a ſafe ard rarional. 
Religion, to Ly: which is not only #wreaſonable, but very rididulons, in the 
Judgment of all Good Chrifians.. Since the Proreſtitar Religion | is founded 
on Reaſon and Truth, conſonatit{to the Holy Scriptures, the prattice of the-- 
poſtles, and Primittus cre Pro in all Ages; '; you, andall that'Ueſite ro'ap- 
prove themſelves fin FE roteftants, olight'tocontitie Ttedfaſt in that Divine 
Faith, you ofeſs y $1) ſelves Wu6, of.” 1f your Religion was built orily 
' oh.the Sandy Foxndations of Tradition, Inf4bility, &e.” you might have ſorhe 


| inns Plea for rim: your Cn +. bit as wing as your aye: rf teaches 


rom Gy br Fai. 
macs necel ay for the 6rderi ent Conofaritn is to be fotihq 


of a C 
the Proteſt aut Rejigion) 1 0, Tone why any one ſhould'change- his 
Tr eſſon. Worldly js Fr, Troubles, of Fes rations, otight to have-no my 
ae with us, when they come in ition with our pure Retigion. - I 
ed the more on this 'Hedd, by 'r&afon How is" tire of greater 
He - rmerly; and that ſome, who "6 ip firice ef cemed thetyſetres 
Piliars of the Proteffant Faith, have now, for finnſter Ends,' without'Riafor, 
departed from it. Bur let them ſcriouſly erties, fret is 4 God above; who 


. willnor be Mocked. Such wif able Souls 1 fhall leaveto that God, who joe 
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eth 2!1-Mefi, aid-rewatdech All according to their: Drcas, whether-Good or 
Evil. iT als | ' . - | ; I | 
In the nexr{phee, Let the Laws ofthe Laxd be your Rule; Be.fure give'no 


'advantage to the Common Enemy, either by a partial Execution of them, or 


by doing 1&8 than the Laws allow : neither ſtrain them too 4/24, norlet them 
be as a Cypher, which'will figmific nothing, without the Figare-of Execntion. 
As the publick Good and Welfare of Adentnd, was the deſign of allAadey fo 


'rheConformiry toz/and Execution of them, onghr to have the facme-rendency 


To ſtrain any Zav beyond the deligned (Gord, or Hntcar of the 


is 
'a moſt ſevere and unjuſt Oppreſſiong and 'toyyſpena, of Jet wer, ) earner 
'beneficial Laws lyc 'dormane, without all duc Execntiaon for the Publick Grod; 
'd6es not only ſhew che unfaithfulneſs of the Aſariftrace, -to whom the Exe-* 
.rutive Power appertains; :but alſo, how little he-minds his Swers Duty, which 
+s:to ſee the' Laws dulyipur in'Execnrion; and 7 aftice, accordirig to them, -c- 


ally diſtributed without” Parc/ality; and how any can Anſwer'the nullifyin- 
them, withour a Lawful z6regarion, by the fame” Power that Enabbed ther. , 
IT can't'peffibly conceive; for the common: approved Maxim is, Thit Powe 
only that made any Law, 'bus ſufficient Authority 10 ſuſpend or repeal rhe ſame. 


'Fhet Laws of the Land, fo long: as they. are founded on : Reaſon, and fonn 


beneficial to'the Pablick Pence and Welfure of the Kingdom, ought tabekept 
Invielable, and maintain by All ; "bur more eſpecially/by thoſe that haveaiy 
ſhare in the Execution of them, We ſhould reckon.him a Afad: war, that 
ſhould tile his Houſe, under prerence of keeping our the Rain, Likewiſe, 
if a'Goyernour of'z well Forrified City, who wanted for no Accommodations 
requiſite forthe defence of ir, ſhould, without any juſt cauſe:of Fear of'his 


Inconfidetable Enetnies, either out of Cowardece or Ferfidawſneſs, betray the 


City, -@1d' niake* Himſelf ami them,” not only void of Power, «bur in -effett 


- Staves to:rhe Will and Pleaſiires of that:part of Men, 'to whom. he and they 


hr have bid defiance. i Whatican we ſay or think of (ſuch 'Fſaw's, that are 
y to fell thdir Birrs Rig hrs for ra Meſs of Porrage, but. that they ſhall nor 
| Congplaſſion ?: and if they? undergo. chergrearoſt Evi/s, they: will 


deſtrve'afly | 
-Mverhe juſt Reward they have defervedly-Merited.: I ſhoukd not piry,auy 
'Man, thar, wnder precence of keeping out- Thieves and Robbers, ſhould open 


the/Door/ andlerithem in ; wholly truſting 'to-their-good Breeding, Kindneſs, 
af He fly prot'ins the leaſt believing +1 would be ſo: wnmannerly, as rot 


| dy ceJceurchirt; by binkog his Zferd5.and Fee: thathe cond norhelp him- 


'_ 


ME bubaoRobhimer!dll that was-woith.their carrying: away ;! ſtopping 


. -* his #49x#4 that tie could norcamplain of his hard Uſage, (or call for apyhep, 


'to free himiour'df his miſefable Condrien. 1 wiſh, inthe Land of Orepia, 
there were ndt- roo many; that wonld ſhew the: fame kindneſs to! thoſe kind 
'Hearted Chrftiens; that ſhould ME WIN; ob che Power and Setnri'y 
a3 3: | S - the 


- 


Ta) 
the Lew gives them, and meerly truſt co their good Natwre, for their Religian, 
and all their Ziberries and Properties, Any Man, with whom the Adminiltra- 
tion of Z«fticeis Intruſted, or that has the Honour to be 'Elefted a Member 
of Parkazent, for the Service of his > Comntry; for ſuch a Mano 


berray his Traff, cither by parting with thoſe who!ſorme Laws, that Jong ex- 
perience tells us, arc abſolutely neceſſary, and moft beneficial to the Com- 
wmaen-Wealth ; or by:condeſcending to the'unreaſonable Deſires and Endeavexrs 
of an incanſiderable fort of Men z or by not ebffraGing, but conſenting ro the 
naQting of New Lew:,deſtructive to the Common Goody He is moſt unworthy 
of the Trwft repoſted in him, and deferves the ſevercſt Puniſhment the Law 
will admit of: No Contempt, Diſgrace, or Derifion, can-be bad h for 
ſuch a Man, that toſerve his own particular private Zatereſt, je Foe ethe 
Publick, 'All Members of Parliametr, when deſign to make- any Laws, 
ought throughly 'to conſider, what Good or Benxefic will accrue to the Sabjefts 
thereby ; and if, upon mature Conſideration, they ſee a neceſliry of Enatting 
ſuch Laws, by no means onght they to be emurred, or laid afide. On the 
other ſide, if former Parkaments had, for weighty Reaſons, made ſeveral Atts 
by the ſecuri aprox er re þ _ CF void 
a Repeal, duc refpect ro to the circu #74 and 
Times ; and, after airit and impartial Enquiry be made, if it ___ 
that the Repealing thoſe L{@#s will not only very much i4gare, but really e#- 
danger the Pablick Peace and Waifare of the Kingdom ; then, notwithſtanding 
the Solicitations of a whoſe /ntereſts oblige them to deſire it, they 
tnot to part with Laws which will prove as an impregnable Bulwark a- 

ainſt our Enemies. To make void an uſcful.and neceſſary Law, under a pre- 
tence of doing Good to the Publick thereby, is like the taking up of a-Sixce to 


prevent an Inwndation of Water, | may rather compare it to ing of 
Combuſtible Matter into an Houſe-on Fire, thinking thereby ro Exiingaiſb the 
Flames; which is fo far from putting a period to them, that, on the 4 


it heightens the Flemes, that they are not (if at all ) cafily Maſtexed. - Thave 
hard our neceſſary Lows compared to the: moſt uſefii} Damtw: and Banks in 
Holland, to prevent the ragirg See 'from over-whelming them. - It's, well 
known to Travellers, of what a vaſt impertance thoſe Defexces ace ; ſor, ſhould 
there be a conſiderable Breach made in any of thoſe Dawms, that ſecure 
them from the violence of the Water ; not only many Sexls, Beaſts, and many 


other valuable Things wou'd be loſt; but it would be an Immenſe Fharge to 
repair; them: - But, though the' damage tothe Netherlands 'manld/ be very 
| grear, ſhould fach a bad accident happen; yet it's the: Opinion of Wiſe-»wen, 
(and not without good grounds) that ſhould Engliiſo-AMden and Proviftants 
part with thoſe Laws, that are like 2 Prong and inepreguable Deſence to them, 
d be. of a far worſe Rr ro 
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tare, with great Learnin bon defended our Holy Religion, 
Hh Sthſs and bn Abwy FR} Chinted Get Ea fo 
r'Sridy: drag? flor then 


a Adios, traſt certainly perceive.” Now mirabty' they! have oonfilted 
"the unreaſonable and unaccuuntable' Dotrines- of that - pretended lIafallible 


Church; learl ving the Trach and 'Excetle of the Proteftanr Reliciow; 
IE armor (8 porrcaa ad  behotding.o them «ſdu3t Bu o#7 
"id _— if ani Fuith'is mot ancienr,wnd thar 
Kirk =p t or agrceadle t#4he Worbef God; and 
Ne Chis, in the Primicive T.ues, Thiswery cnſidera (alone, 


ef ih 
to clear the Body of that Church” from being Fopiſ6 aff eted. 
- gh eto ref Smen dureduareter it ir to 


. | the khown' yo the Land ; forwhat-ever 6 fore unſotind3Wiber) of hex 
been ©/uk! than norwithſtanc- 
"their for, than finſully violate thoſe Sacred Oaths 


Cottrhbienian have done jo the toritrary,”Fet lic! is nor'adcvtimtable»Gr theny; 
NN, for which ugh to valoe the andwond theCherch 
bun tken rt and hareey hae, 
they have era} taker, by b&rayitg ( in rhe leaſt) the. Truft _—_ 
notwithftandidg greateſt Men, 


and moſt eonfrlerable pare, having been #0ad very altiuli on 
and, viz. Their fied ta the Rights 6f the and 
CREED, Th Goſcm, ms 
Sar eo Yb ee any ie; they rather thnoſe'tderutt God With 
in therb 3: the Frowns or urements of the 


Fidelity toGedind Man; ought to.have 


'fio Pcrfdns.' HEthat orders hisCon- 

eo preſerve the 

Jift/ we M6 Merirs the” greateſt 

. |} Love tA imagine, he trainer po erage 
| _— and de Ship-wrack of rhe Lawſul Rights and 


| oy "ah I hatiedl Gel his Birch-Right for an 
the Nameof 4 Nang -or kobe ddmitted 
Aki? Ddefirs you would(mhirate the Chyrtb of Bugs 
which T Julfty commend hers * In the firft 
a) vey ener break the-taws of Ged nar 
In the fecond Be —— and conftant 


uw ay EE Ay I IR + 


uo the Public«Safetyy, . 
4 
| ES willy, Oey OT Jones 


Prager 44h .). 
| f 
Ta te Tis iawt dap Job oamynd ya = 


have heard 
Ga__——— roo qt x dane aa the Concbyf js nag- 
ng the a 


Eleenat thac Church nance Jar 


— withyob; far, (an obey 
-uſef01 nd, oy Rey 


ene: leg 


TE 
yy _ %: = 
When the Conntry-man de 
— that would £ax; is up, or wat 


Eee his 
ith 

the Ferice that ſeeures/ it; 50 evght you cared 
Pa \Ihings & j wo Pofhrg 


«ler 
h4ye no aſſurance”) honld vor joug<rinns, ha 
expatezions; be foaſtzated ? T 
pk wine yaur: preſent Liberty, a Coming Fav 


—_— wow 
Dern cept tm the 
bm rape pony Rn qty 5 Laws of | 
be vacghe ; | 
caraeſd and, thatas ther) you tru 7 pe bard thao tharwere i a my- 


really 
ſure gwiſty! af then) ;;4o eli ans 


lure I (be oa. "AE 
y the grevieſt:Paſſivg ſites! andrPnormiles a Knarſg be rinainn 
—_— ther aws mg as ps gn ggy 1 


conſguense:oh fo. 
pKechtt thake; that —_— 
penhaneentaat kovy I yau lyonger as 
i641 Odour 40 renner en z;' Oh been ts 
figh: te Za tn haryos rem mach ct yed; Ms — 
Wy 


rm ar wen rar nedey bo 
No; FIST 
cal pr er Wn ny eo. SED 


Layſful.: Put, inal 
—— cher be Tranſgre oh _— 


pits 


1enpFe, 
:Human Zaws, that the-Limitgof neither 


OG ARTIE T OO DS AATOTOIT TRIO D OR AS ALI PS RSS RAWLS 


"wirh.; then we muſt expe@ to be Gevern'd wh 


. hg 


4 ge SRMIþ + 
Ihe of ſych Obedience, will TA il conſequence to yot or the Publick ; 
Such Obedience will redound to your Immortal Honour, . 

Foxrthly, Conſider, if the the Papsfts in England were not of a rigid, violent, 
and ambitious Nature, they would not make all this ſtir about the Tef, which 
debars-them from a ſhare in the Government. In Ho!and we know, that 
chough the PapiÞs are very Peaceable, and have given many Years Teſtims- 
ries of their good Behaviour, under a Proteſtant Powet; yet the Starter, for 
their own and the -Publick Safety, will admit none of them into any Offices. 
I'am of Opinion, and not without Reiſon, Roman Catholicks here, can't give 
ſo good an account of their Peaceable and. Chriſtian Behaviour, as in 
Hollaxd can: Therefore, greater Arguments may be produced, why no Power 
qught.to be granted to them in England :, It being notoriouſly. known, 'that 
thqugh their Prince be a Juſt Man, valluing his Word, yet a reſtleſs Zeal 
moyes ans ( manibus pedibaſque ) to advance what they call Ga botick 
Intereſt; which, without any Reſtraint, will not keep within the bounds of 


” . Moderation. 


"But if the Lows are taken off, I know not of uy Obſtruftion they can meet 
ly by Papifts, and the 'conſe- 
ence of ſucft a Government muſt be terrible to Proteſtants; for what can 
expect leſs than Popiſh Lords and Commons z and from ſuch a Parliament, 
what leſs than a perfect eſtabliſhing of Popery by a Law ; and, withour doubr, 
when ſuch Zaws are EnaCted in favour of that Religion, as ſevere will be made 
againſt the 2rowing cf Proteſtant Herefie in England, from ſuch Laws, ard. 
ſuch Timer, God '1n, Mercy: deliver England. . Pray , therefore ,' confider, 
if yon orice give the Papi/ts ſomuch Power, whether, ſo ſoon as they have it, 
they will not. make ſeverer Tefts againſt Proteftents, than ever were made a- 
gainſt the Church of Reme? The Tate Famous Attions of the French King, 
and the Marian Kindneſs of old, to Hereticks, are convincing Evidences of 
the Leniry and Moderation of a Government, wholly in the hands of Papifts.. 
As for the Happacch, and flouriſhing of Kingdoms or Republicks, under the 
Papiſts, See the contrary in Dr. Burnet's Travel.. 

Romanif's greatAmbition, and eager defire to be in Eminent Places of 
Truft, is cnough to convince any Rational Man, that for no mean or inconſt- 
derable Enterpriſes, do they contend for them: They think if once they can 

ex into the Saddle, with greater caſe they may Ride the poor Hereticks. 


Twould adviſeyou.to Ponder, with great deliberation, the Aarwrer, Diſpsf 
rien, and eſpecially the Intereſts of thoſe Men, that with might and main la- 
bour to take off the Teft4. And if it fhall appear, ( as doubtleſs it will) *ris 


4 grievance to rhoſe only, that cſpouſe a Forreign Intereſt, directly contrary 
ro Yalrs; and that the Teſt is a ſtrong defence to preſerve you. I hope you 
vill an our real Love and Kindneſs to this Nation, by nndergoing, for 

a time, as great Severitics as ever, — than in any degree be Inſtrumental 
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nu of.this -gowhappy Ki dom(l mam in her Laws). I would gla 
ow aghor Ambitious Fa apiſt, herher it would nor be more mil gat 
bald for him to defire a ſhare in that Gqvernment, from which he is Legally 
excluded, than for a Hugonet in Fraxce, where, as I never heard, were aty 
Law; to.exclude him, to deſire to be prefer'd tq no ſmall Offices; I am ve- 
rily petſwaded ghe Body of the Papiſts there, would be very .unwilling-to be 
Geng by kin; 1 rhink.th cafe is-nvt parrellel, and that the. Proveſtants 
t9 inſilt much more br the fine PitMilGge in Ex: lad, _ 
a.the Fifih place, Seriouſly thitik of the profelled Kindneſs of your new. 
By of the, Chyrgh of Rome, you may and oup ght to conſider,* Cui bans; 


or. Whet good: v, is {0 great Friendſhip reteriied, and ſomany Favours 
ngw pho od 700, a WR TnL on you; who, pat Jong Gnce, 
re-Slicemed Ypwarhy.s of Lift : Yo ma M well enquire, her occakoi ed. 
9 great a, KOs  Sarks It muſt, cextain ily, | 
BEIDALE of the high;ſt admitation to Aa to. lee. the pany: 


Gn aey b-T9f at Aer titne, if i it ngts c "fray. 4 E eraldh, Ped _ 
hs ve cout Jy is qrjpligh ta Jed conſidering Mev on their Guagd, 
Such unexpeQed Rindnelſes may 7 pu yo on enquiry, 

Firſt, Whether you comme nearer in Belief or Practice to that Church. now 2. T 
or, ear ug you be as py o Heres | (8h GI wel it) a$Hever 2 - m 

Ses Whether the wſua {3m of Per [T to Prote- 
fans ( though ax. reſent in EvZz A Mae Me pigs rk ipadyy ts i 
France, and other pfaces, as Cy; It's well.if 
trary to their known and beloved Principles, in-puting, 
Temper ſuitable 19 the Goſpe). © IF; it be clearly Arn” ak? 
ſentcrs,have not in-the leait obliged the Papif, by their rece 


ing from their own Principles; . or. by they php Fon n of the, 
and Opinions of the Church of $ ſigns; 
are( ſince the Church,of England toll not ſor KG. 


the-Diſſewer: their Tools, they being the 10 R m Ay to, in. 

to their Aſſiſtance. The late Actions a the EP GE meh ſeas 

your favourable Opinion: But the tao well known Maxim E Ro-. 

angniſts That Faith is not ta be AP mh Ueraticha,, geth.q Juſt Sn Ha : 
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ants t expott noreal or greater Kindneſſes from them, than:conſiſts with 
foe Intereſts or Depgns to-manttelt, If. the Pap ſis ſhew. you,outwardiy 
great Reſpect ; and, tor Sioifter Ends, treat you, as Friends for a while, till 
you have ſerved, their turn, by-raking off the Teſt and Penal Laws, that they 
might be on as <qual Terms;as you: 1's not only Aſine, but the Opinion of 
Ten Thouſand ma0re.;: that not only you, but the Nation mill dearly pay for 
the Kindneſſes you have received. ſro them : And, letme tell yowJifhings 
are ſo ordexed, you, nay Whilt)c for any plays of Truit in che Goveramtens.: 
And when all the Adminiltration of Jafce is wholly, in,the Roneanifts (us 
doubrlcſs'then itwill'be ) you Herericks mnanſt be content with: ſach as tan be 
got: For 1 know not where you can expect any Redreſs,. or,to whom you 
Can nec . The TON arians, I hope, Us make, Yb Prraviſe reap | 

? ity. of Fr the vg #\gKc 4W55; as. cver ahero were. of, Enadting them ; 
Mey MT. Gea direct you, that you may att: Prudently, for 
your own Credit, and the/Nations Gaod. 1-have great. cauſe-to hope well 
of you, becaile, for the, moſt part, you are Men of Conſideration and Un- 
derſtanding,, that ſcoqnto be Accelſaries, much lels the chief Aﬀtors, in (ub 


verting the happy. Coofticurign of ops; Gavernment.., oO 4 |, 

fe no tion bieyons wi Cyrigs, at thi tte, by bing Fl 
to your King, your Religion, and the s, Will fo far recoxcite YOU t& the 
favour of-the Church of Eng/and, that when ever a ſcaſonable Oppartunity 


ſhall offer for the caſing of you in a Legal way ,. her, Mexgþers, wall readily' 


conſent, to. its or they will not be fo youd of all Gratitude, as whally 40 for- 
bes ahuf Fumacls to. your Rlignn, ,and <hg neceſſary Laws af the Leeds 
bu if {au AGLEGAIATY 12 the Intereſt of Prateftaxzs, and.af, rhe Nation you 
can, expcetonly the. ſhort Favours of the. Churrh of Romy y ant inot ealily ta 
Be admiited int the favourable Opugioa of the Church of England, not te- 
ceive thoſe. Kindaeſles from her, whichotherwiſe you might expe.” :And 1 
muſt profeſs, you. will deſerve noneof hex Favours, if;you ſtudy more tat 
Fay, Roman, than the Proteftabt [ntereſt : But T hope better thingaof your 
| ſhall not enlarge, having (4 hope.) writ cnough to have convinc'd you 
already. I ſhall Anſwer one grand Osjefion, relating to the Penal Laws ; 
The Teſt (as I can underftand ) being not much Infitt-d on ; unleſs by ſome 
Mercenary Men, whoſe Writings are all they have ta depend an. . The pas. 
pular Argument, for a preſent Repeal, with ſome timerous and paſſionate 
Diſſenters, is this,. That the Members of the Church of England, arc of a Per- 
ſecuring Spirit ; and as one, the other end of the City, ſaid, That while theſe 
4 aning the Penal Laws ) are in their hands, they will be continga!y 
ke - ener Hg Therefore, it 13-(as he faid) the higheſt piece of Pru- 
dence to take them off, while.it is in their Power. I always heard a great 
account of the Gentieman, that iis Memory was yery good, his Parts very 
C 2 eminent 
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* partof that-vaſt Body, 1 am fully convinc'd, few, if any, were of that Per- 


p 
[C183 | 
Eminent If ſo, I car't but admire, he forgets, or at leaft urderſtands nor, 
from whence thoſe ſ:vere Orders, for ruining Diſenters, came : Nay, farther, 
for what Ends and Deſigns things were fo violently carried on, haps it 
may farther be Objefted,-That many of the Divines of 'the Church. of Eng- 
land, often Zedlouſly prefſed this Perſecution. I'll grant the Accufation in 
part ; but I can the better excuſe thoſe hot Men, when I coafider what 4ſs- 
rives, Incentives, and Promotions came from that end of the City, that now ſo 
much condemns the Church of England for her Zeal to Serve the Xing in that 
partiexlar : Since things were ſo carried, that no Clergy-Men were cltecmed 
or preferred unleſs he would comply with Coxrely Orders, in Thundring againſt 
Difſenters. As there are, amongſt Men of all Perſwaſjons, Ambitious, Indi- 
gent Men ; f, 1 confeſs, there were ſome few ſtc'1 as Mr. Thompſon of Briftol 
the Church of Expland Divines:* But for the Richer and mgre Learned 


ſecuting Spirit, Farther, = Ty Members of the Church of England 
are gra Underſtanding Men; and I have that Charity for them, as not 
eo imagine, - That if the D:ſſenters be, fo their Power, Friendly and Service» 
able ro the Church of Exgland now ;' if it ſhould ever lyc in her Members 
Power hereafter, but that atrebble return of Kindneſs and Gratitude would 
by them'be made. cet" ty! . : 

Laftly, .Fo condude, 1 muſt profeſs, that I hate a Perſecuting Spirit in 
Men, prefending@> Chriſtianity 3 and 1 do freely declare, I ſhould heartily 
rejoyce, if this time were a fit opportunity to relieve the Dyſſexters ; bur, 
were [ in their condition, as I had already undergone mich, ſo, by the Aﬀfie 
ſtance'of God, 1 would Suffer mmnch more; rather than, like Sampſon; who, 
when he had loft of his Strength, for Revenge, with what he had left, 

ulld: down the Houſe, not only en the Philiſtines, 'but on his own Head. 
uch a Fooliſh Revenge would be but a poor ſatisfaction to -a Rational 
Man: How aptly the compariſon is made, 1 leave to underſtanding Diſſen- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Hed 'alm'ft. forgot Two weighty Conſiderations ; The firft Js,- Tod 

[ auabd to- conſider, and. ſeriouly refiet? on Courtly pad 01h Proe 
wiſes ; and how the Court oppoſed the Kindyeſſes defgid for you By the © 

Weſtminſter Perkament : 1 muſt aoquaint you, That Three Parts is Four, 
of that. Par ligament, were ſtrict, Clurch:o land: Men ; avid that they 
bed ſad is reſpeit far you, that thfy unanimouſly paſſed a Bill for, eaſing - 
of Proteſtant Diflenters; And I can't concerue, why zt was hy the Court- * 
olftrifled, unleſs broayſe it did uit extend to. the Papiſts as welt as Difs- + 
enters : Flowever, far Reaſons beſt kuown to themſelves, inſtead of Pre» -- 

ting the Bill to King Charles the Second, to have his Royal Stawyp, it- 
ivas- loſt oa thing waver beard of Lefore ) « Thir Att will ſufficientlyclear 
the-mejor part of the-Church of England, from that Odious Accyſation af 
being Fronanters of that Perſecution, then jo vigorouſl ly cartied on : And 
Xe it ears them, it wrt fall heavy ſomewhere : T do not affirm, the Pa- 
piſts.had any havd in Joftuz that Bill ;. but. 7 kyow not what to think of it. 
No \Man.can. doubt,” but that great Kindueſs to Proteſtarit Nillenters,” 
wes ready þy that. Parliament defigned ; But there was a confideraBle 
Party then in being, with whoſe Tatereſts, Deſigns, and Glory, ſuch L2njty 
coxld not thew-confiſt, what ever it may do now. | on 
. Secondly, Some great Advocates ſor Repealing the Teſt, pretend to an 
Expedient for it ; and declare; they will part with:it, provided fuch Secu- 
rity as cax--be propoſed; may be gotten: --As an Expedients, in another 
Caſe, was thought Odious and Ridiculous ; fo now, a Nominal, and not a 
Virtual Obligatory Law, ought to have the ſame Fate. Tt's my Opi- 
nion, If the pretended Expedient be as Valid and Secure to Prote- 
ſtants as the Teſt, it would be equally indifferent for the Papiſts to le? 
you keep what you have : Aud ſome think, if you muſt have a Telt, it wil 
not be Fratefal to the Roman CORcgN 1. Wherein lyeth the K _ 
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of the King, if he parts with any Law, and at the ſame time grants a 
ther fer % ed Exclude bis Subjefts, ( whom He thinks Worthy 
rom all þ 


from all publick Places of Truſt. I muſt freely tell you my Mind, 1 
you are concern'd for preſerving your Religion, and what is dear to 
and us All, Remember, and ite by that common Proverb, One Bird 
in Hand, is worth Two in the Buſh. Tous would reckon a Purchaſe 
( thouzh he were ſure of a Pemniworth ) very imprudent, if he ſhoul 
Pay the full Value for his Land;* before he were ſure to receive a ſati] 
fatory Title from the Vender. As to the Promoters and Patriots of 
Expedient, in lieu of the Teſt, In the firſt fon, are they ſure ſuch 
thing will be granted» I put the Quaety, becauſe, if T am not miſcin 
formed, the Draconical Author had no{hanks for propoſing 'it, iwhis . 
fwer to the Letter to a Diſſenter. Fs Wy 

. ToConclude, I ſhall give you my Sentiments in a plain Intelligible I 
' Bance : I can as ſoon be wrought upon to believe an Ignorant Protender, 
that ſhall pretend to take aut my Sound Teeth, anil pat "in a-better $, 
in the. room of them, as to Credit the Promoters of a Expedient : As 
ſhould admire at the Confidence of the former, ſo I Bonld be amazedeat th 
Joworance of the latter. I believe the impoſſibility of my getti 

Aantial Teeth, and their getting as firm Security for the Re 
ligion, in place of the Th. will be altke'equal : Therefore, be” Prudent, 
dnd conjider the wax of of altering, a welF- —_— Government For, 
it 5 wanifer when things are in Confufion, it s @ hard: matterto Jer-them 
right agan. 


